
BOARD PUBLIC PERCEPTION C0MMI"EE 
AGENDA 

CMA Board Conference Room 
2501 M Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 

( 1) Chairman's Comments 

(2) Status of Waste Site Cleanup 

( 3 )  Base-Line Study on 
Chemical Risk 

( 4 )  Task Group Status Reports 

Responsible Care 
Education 
Audience Surveys 

Tuesday 
May 3 ,  1988 
2 : O O  p.m. - 4 : l S  p.m. 

Paul Oreffice 

J. Winston Porter * 
E PA 

David McCallum 
Institute for Health 
Policy Analysis 

sob Kennedy 
Earnie Deavenport 
Ben Woodhouse 

* Representatives of the Superfund Task Group have been invited to 
sit in. 
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? R O P O S A L  FOR A B A S E L I N E  STUDY AND A N A L Y S I S  O F  
P U B L I C  KYOWLEDGE AND ?ERCEPTLONS O F  CHEMICAL RISKS 

I n t r o a c t i o n  and Overa l l  Object ives  

T h e  Center  f o r  R i s k  Communication (CRC) a t  Columbia Un ive r s i ty  and  t h e  
X n s t i t u t e  f o r  FIeal t h  Po l i cy  Analysis ( I H P A )  a t  Georgetown Unive r s i ty  propose 
t o  c o n a c t  a comprehensive b a s e l i n e  s t u d y  and a n a l y s i s  of p u b l i c  knowledge and 
pe rcep t ions  of  chemicals  and chemical r i s k s .  The c o l l e c t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of 
t h i s  in format ion  w i l l  p rov ide  a b a s i s  f o r  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  and q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  
e v a l u a t i n g  (1 1 i n fo rma t iona l ,  e d c a t i o n a l ,  and o t h e r  r i s k  communication 
e f f o r t s  r e l a t e d  t o  S A R A  T i t l e  111: ( 2 )  infO~ITatiOna1, eQca t iona1 ,  and  o t h e r  
r i s k  communication e f f o r t s  r e l a t e d  to  E P A ' s  Superfund and  R C R A  programs; and 
( 3 )  specif ic  E P A  r i s k  communication e f f o r t s  r e l a t e d  t o  issues s u c h  a s  
p e s t i c i d e s ,  t o x i c  chemicals  i n  dr inking  water ,  a i r  t o x i c  emissions,  emergency 
r e sponse  programs, hazar  b u s  waste  s i t e s ,  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  s i tes ,  and  f u t u r e  
s i t i n g  of waste  management f a c i l i t i e s .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  begin i n  Apri l  1988 and w i l l  e n d  i n  Apri l  1991. I n  t h e  f i r s t  
year of  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  two s t u d i e s  w i l l  be c o n a c t e d .  

(1) Nat iona l  Opinion S t u d y :  a s tudy  of p u b l i c  knowledge, p e r c e p t i o n s ,  
a t t i t u d e s ,  and understanding of  chemicals  and chemical r i s k s  w i l l  be 
conducted. A s e t  of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  added t o  t h e  sample su rvey  of  t h e  U.S. 
popu la t ion  c o n a c t e d  b y  t h e  Roper Organiza t ion .  

( 2 )  community S t u d i e s :  an i n - d e p t h  s t u g  of  p u b l i c  knowledge and pe rcep t ions  
of chemicals  and chemical r i s k s  w i l l  be c o n d c t e d  based on in t e rv i ews  w i t h  a 
s a n p l e  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  up t o  s i x  se lected Communities. Fpproxinrately 
300-500 people  w i l l  b e  in te rv iewed f o r  1 hour in each  of t h e  s i x  communities. 

These n a t i o n a l  and community s t u d i e s  w i l l  supplement focus  group s t u d i e s  and 
i n - d e p t h  i n t e rv i ews  c u r r e n t l y  being concbctad by I H P A  w i t h  q u a l i t a t i v e  
p r o f i l e s  of  c e r t a i n  r i s k  issues, Focus group s t u d i e s  provide  q u a l i t a t i v e  
unders tanding  of s p e c i f i c  issues r e l a t e d  to  t h e  communication of information 
abou t  chemical  r i s k s ,  b u t  g i ; re  no i n f o r m t i o n  about  how issues and concerns  
a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  among poppuiation sub-groups. 

I n  y e a r s  two and t h r e e ,  follow-up s tud ie s - - inc lud ing  t h e  second and  t h i r d  wave 
of  t h e  Six Community S t u d y - w i l l  be  conQc ted  in  order  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of e d c a t i o n a l ,  i n f o r m t i o n a l ,  and  r i s k  communication e f f o r t s  
n a t i o n a l l y  and i n  communities r ece iv ing  s p e c i a l  interventions compared to  a t  
l e a s t  one c o n t r o l  community. 
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