
. .  . FEB 9 1979 
Honorabl e Japes Schl es inger  
Secretary o f  Energy . -  

. .  
. .  Uashington, DOC, 20301 

Dear Jim: ... 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration proposed a 
revision t o  i t s  occupational exposure standard f o r  beryllium i n  

, 1975. Recently, a t  OSHA's request, hEk Secretary Califano con- 
ducted a review o f  the  s c i e n t i f i c  data on the health e f f ec t s  o f  
beryllium. He concluded t h a t  beryllium i s  a carcinogen and re- 
cornended t h a t  OSHA proceed t o  s e t  a new standard l imi t ing  ex- 
posure t o  beryl 1 i urn i n the workpl ace. .- . 
. A thorough review o f  the eviaence i n  the beryl1 ium record is 
underway ana will be the  basis  for  the  development of a new stan- 
dard t h a t  wou ld  provide necessary protection for h e r i c a n  workers 
i n  the b e r y l l i m  industry.  T h i s  review will include an analysis  

. of the technological and economic f e a s i b i l i t y  of any new 
* requirements 

& -  

* 
' I can assure you t h a t  the Cepartnent has no in ten t ion  o f  s ign i f i -  
cantly and adversely a f fec t ing  key national defense programs. 

Since the poss ib le  econofiic impact on the beryllium industry of 
a new s tan tzrd  represents  a mutual corxern t o  the Gepartrcents o f ,  
Enersy, Defense and Lzbor, I woc?d appreciate  your d e s i s n a t i n g  a 
representat ive f o r  the purpose o f  coordinating our e f fo r t s .  
have made the  sane suggestion t o  Secretary Brown. T h i s  wi l l  en- 
sure t h a t  the  concerns c f  the th ree  Departments a r e  expressed 
and a r e  resolvecr appropriately,  
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Sincerely , 
.. -. . . *  ' . .  . .  
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. Secretary o f  Labor . 
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